MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL, held 7.30 pm on
MONDAY 31 OCTOBER 2011, at the OLD SCHOOL COMMUNITY CENTRE,
ROCHESTER ROAD, BURHAM
Present:
Councillor Dalton (In the Chair), Councillors Stead, Young, Clark and Barritt

In Attendance:


Miss P Saunders (Clerk)





Community Warden Leipnik (part-meeting)




PC S Grantham (part-meeting)
PCSO Moore (part-meting)

County Councillor Homewood (part-meeting)
Members of the Public:  
Mr P Bennett, Mrs M Owen, Mr J Dowle
1. Apologies for absence: Councillor Frost and Councillor Neath, Borough Councillor Davis, PSCO Stoner, 
2. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 26 September 2011: These were approved and duly signed.

3. Matters arising from the Minutes other than as listed below: There were none not already covered by the agenda items.

4. Declarations of Interest: No new declarations were declared.
5. Police Report/Community Warden (written reports submitted): Crime Reports 23rd September to 27th October 2011, 4 in total
2x Theft

- Door to collection box in wall of old church forced open and money stolen

- Charity Bags taken from outside property in Downs View

1x Possession Class B

- Possession cannabis, cannabis warning issued

1x Criminal Damage

· Downstairs window of property in St Mary’s Walk smashed 
PC Grantham advised that changes within Kent Police are due to go live on 17 November 2011. He advised that whilst, he would be moved to a different post, PCSO Stoner would remain until at least March 2012. Whilst no direct replacement was on the cards, a team of dedicated officers would be covering Burham and the local area.

Councillor Dalton thanked PC Grantham for his good work within the village.

Community Warden outlined his activities during the month. He also expressed concerns regarding dog fouling in particular in Rochester Road and Bell Lane near to the school. He advised that 21 – 27 November was Road Safety Week.

Councillor Clark mentioned an affray incident which took place recently outside her property. Whilst the Police had been called, it took 10 minute for a return telephone call to be made. PC Grantham advised that he was aware of this incident and apologised for the delay, stating that it was down to resources available at the time.  He advised that calls are prioritised and if for instance a major crime (i.e. murder or rape) was taking place, then Officers would respond immediately and be in attendance as a matter or urgency.
6. Borough Councillor’s Report: (written report submitted): Fleur de Lys Update: Although the 8 house planning application was successful for the applicants there was a possibility that they could also launch an appeal against the 11house application that was rejected by TMBC. This needed to be lodged with the Planning Inspectorate by 26th September.  To date there has been no appeal registered as a valid appeal on the Planning Inspectorate web site and so an appeal against the 11 house application now is very unlikely.
Ward Road Flooding: You will recall that we put quite a lot of work into raising the problems of road flooding in the Ward in early 2010 and this has resulted in improvements to the Pilgrims Way dual carriageway and some work being done on MR 24 that feeds the flood at the bottom of Alex Hill. There has been work in other parts of the Ward. Now that the reorganisation of Kent Highway Services is beginning to settle down, I had hoped to have a meeting with the drainage team on the morning of the 5th October. KHS was unable to make that meeting and a new date has been arranged for the morning of 7th November. You will be represented by Bill Frost.
You received my e-mail about proposed the extensive improvements to Alex Hill drainage and we can expect engineering works in the near future. I hope more details will be available after our meeting with KHS.
Community Enhancement Fund Result: We are pleased to be able to tell you that at the Community Enhancement Fund Panel meeting on 25th October Burham Parish Council’s excellent submission for £5000 for Phase 2 of the Skate Board Project, Phase 2 was Approved In Principle. This funding still needs to receive a Final Recommendation by the CEF Panel on 15 November and then to be signed off by the Cabinet Member for Communities a few days later. Critically BPC must provide an invoice for works done as your final part to secure the cash.  
7. County Councillor’s Report: (verbal report submitted at the meeting). County Councillor Homewood confirmed that the request for SID’s were still going through the process.
He also requested confirmation that the £2,500 from his members grant had now been received (Clerk confirmed this).
Councillor Dalton advised that information received from County Councillor Homewood regarding the KCC Winter Highways Project could not be opened (It had been sent via e-mail) and requested a hard copy.
8. Scout Hut/Youth Club:
A verbal request was received from a local resident regarding the scout hut.  To be discussed in closed session.
9. Old School Community Centre: A photograph has very kindly been donated to the Old School of a Mr George Hicks. Mr Hicks was a former headmaster of Burham Boys School in the early 1900’s.  Clerk would like to suggest that a formal thank you be sent to the great grand daughter (Mrs K Hennessy).  This was agreed.
Councillor Young advised that there was a fly problem within the Community Centre.  Whilst attempts had been made to block air vents etc, the situation had not improved and the Caretaker was now concerned it was becoming a potential Heath and Safety issue. Councillor Dalton advised that he would look inside the loft area to ascertain if this was the problem area. 
10. Village Hall: KHS have offered a one tonne bag of salt in readiness for any bad weather.  This would be FOC. Delivery would be towards the end of October. Clerk has notified KHS that the bag should be delivered to the Village Hall overflow car park near to the grit bin as this is the most accessible site. It was advised that this salt was not solely for the Village Hall usage and would not be replenished once used.
It was reported that another bollard had been damaged. Further prices had been obtained. 

To be discussed in closed session.

Councillor Young mentioned the bank area, which was being damaged by large vehicles and would soon be causing concern. To be discussed in closed session.

11. Trenport (Report from Ms Boards submitted): The new field barrier we installed adjacent to the Bushey Wood gate in Old Church Road was vandalised recently when the top rail was cut through with a disc cutter.  We have made emergency repairs.  This vandalism ties in with reports from our tenant farmer and local residents that motorcycle activity has started to increase in Bushey Wood after a period of very little off-road trespass during the past few months.  I have informed the relevant officers such as Valley of Visions, Kent Police, of this damage and increase in activity.
 

12. Highway Matters:  Clerk has reported the overgrown vegetation from Scarborough Terrace to the Garage.  This has been passed to Jacobs for further investigations.
SID’s: A location plan and cost estimate for the signs was sent from Jacobs to KHS on the 15th September. Once the request for funding has been approved Jacobs can then go ahead and order the signs and arrange for their installation, (delivery time for interactive signs is approximately 4-6 weeks). As soon as Jacobs have a proposed installation date or any further details, they will  let us know.
 
MR21 gate:  An e-mail was sent to the contractors regarding the gate being left open.  Also, PROW has installed a “Keep gate closed” sign.
It was advised that the bench installed at the top of MR21 was damaged but had now been repaired. Also, Clerk was requested to contact PROW in connection with the heras fencing which was at the bottom of MR21.  This was previously of a wooden construction but looks unsightly with heras fencing.
Councillor Stead enquired regarding hedge trimming opposite his property in Rochester Road. Clerk was requested to contact PROW in relation to this.

Councillor Clark queried the status of Old Church Road. It was advised that not all of this road was a public highway.

13. Recreation Ground/Landscaping: Safeplay have carried out their latest inspection.  A few minor problems.  Quote received from Safeplay to address this.  To be discussed in closed session.
14. Skateramp Mk II:  Phase 1 of the project is nearing completion by Wheelscape. The official opening is Sat 12 November 11.00 am.
It was advised that Wheelscape had left a quantity of road stone which could be used for the re-surfacing of the overflow car park. Concerns were expressed that this needed spreading urgently as it was a potential hazard.  Councillor Young AGREED to contact Nathan Ford (who had previously spread chippings for us) and it was further AGREED that authorisation could be given by Councillor Young up to the value of £200.

It was advised that Wheelscape had been on site today to carry out tidy-up work and that the blue polythene and some other debris which had been left had now been removed. However, it was stated that there was some stones embedded in the grass which required removal.
Clerk was requested to contact Sara Fletcher (our lead profession on the project), so that she could draw up a snagging list and if possible meet with Maria Cooke when the post installation inspection was carried out.
Councillor Homewood’s members grant for £2,500 has now been secured towards the project. We are still awaiting advice from another application submitted to TMBC for £5,000. (This has been agreed in principle by TMBC, see Agenda item No 6 Borough Councillors report).
The sustainability grant from Community Spaces £2823.00 has been agreed. This includes training sessions for skate boarders and BMX from April next year, ½ day training at the local school, and first aid training for one volunteer.

A 1st claim for main funding for the value of £33,884 has been submitted to Community Spaces. A remittance advice has been received for the BACS payment. This is now in our bank account.
An application for £5,000 has been submitted to KCC via Small Capital Project Funding as a contribution towards phase B

Clerk with the assistance of Funding Buddies is also working on a Reaching Communities Application for £30k towards phase 2.

15. Allotment Matters: Apparently, during the month some pigs from the garden of no.9 Bell Crescent got onto the allotments. A couple of allotment holders managed to get them back to the garden and secure the fence. On a previous occasion, pigs from that garden broke through to a neighbour’s garden and caused considerable damage. Fortunately there was no damage to allotment gardens. The Parish Council may like to consider writing a letter of complaint to the resident. This was discussed and it was the opinion of the Parish Council that as no damage occurred to the allotment, it was not necessary to write to the resident at this stage.
16. General Planning Applications:
TM/11/00931/FL: Former Fleur de lys site: 125 Rochester Road: Amended plans received by TMBC from Blue Ribbon Developments (Kevin Wise): Erection of 8 residential units comprising of four bedroom detached dwellings and 2 three bedroom semi-detached with associated access and parking facilities. Observations made. Revised site layout showing amended parking spaces received. Permission granted (subject to a Section 106 agreement with TMBC). Soil investigations have taken place by the developer.
TM/11/02289/REA: Harlequin Ltd: Installation of DSLAM cabinet: Land adjoining 120 Rochester Road, Burham. No observations.
TM/11/02376/FL: Mrs K Sansom: Single storey rear extension: 12 Bell Lane, Burham. No Observations. Permission granted.
TM/11/02620/FL: Mr N Brown: First floor rear extension to form new bedroom and new orangery to rear off the kitchen, new French doors to replace existing dining room window, with window added to first floor bathroom: Pit House, Scarborough Lane. No observations.
17. Financial Matters & Authorisation of Accounts for payment:

Clerk has submitted a VAT return for July to September for the value of £285.75, now received
Section 136 from TMBC 2012/13: This has been reduced by 16%, total now being £4503 (in 2011/12 it was £5365). Within this payment is a Cemeteries and Churchyards section, which we pass on to the Church. 2012/13 is £1623 was £1932 in 2011/2012.
After contacting HM Revenue, Clerk has been advised that a VAT return can be submitted on a monthly basis (rather than quarterly), so that we do not have to wait three months for the VAT to be reclaimed on large invoices (ie Wheelscape invoices).

UBS Statement of Assets as of 30 Sept 2011 received. Copied to all Councillors.

Bank position as at 28 October 

       £9,610.05
Income since last meeting
Sale of Treasury                                                  25,353.09

Smurfitts Aug                                                            34.50
HM Revenue & Customs                                         285.75

Interest                                                                         4.72

KCC Members grant                                             2,500.00

UBS Dividends
                                                   1,758.80

TOTAL                                                              £29,936.86
1st Claim Community Spaces                              33,884.00 (now in bank account)

 Total                                                                  63,820.86


(Cheque number 2209 signed between meetings)
	2209
	Wheelscape Ltd
	Part payment of skate ramp
	38,988.00

	2210
	Miss Sara E Fletcher
	Project Managing MK II skate ramp
	510.00

	2211
	Cancelled
	Cancelled
	

	2212
	Burham Old School Community Centre
	Donation
	310.00

	2213
	Ms J Hunt
	Salary
	355.91

	2214
	Miss P Saunders
	Salary
	1041.88

	2215
	Miss P Saunders
	Back dated pay increase
	91.80

	2216
	TMBC
	Rates Church Street Car Park
	53.00

	2217
	Eclipse Internet
	Monthly internet & phone
	38.94

	2218
	Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
	Donation (Once agreed see below)
	100.00

	2219
	Miss P Saunders
	Eye test 
	10.00

	2220
	Audit Commission
	Audit 2010/2011
	480.00

	2221
	E-On
	Street Lighting
	49.41

	2222
	EDF Energy
	Scout hut electricity
	45.94

	2223*
	Miss P Saunders
	Imprest
	32.19

	2224
	KCC
	PAT testing of Clerks equipment
	53.10

	2225
	Mr D Young
	Keys
	27.00

	2226
	BEWTech
	Cancelled
	

	2227
	Dgb Solicitors (see closed session)
	Scout Hut
	1000.00

	2228
	Safeplay
	Quarterly inspection
	162.00

	2229
	Miss P Saunders
	Flowers W Neath
	30.00

	2230
	TMBC
	Election Costs
	91.04

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	43,902.21

	
	
	
	


         * Please counter-sign imprest book
18. Other Notified Matters:  Available for perusal: 
KALC Annual Report 2010/2011
                                                                                 English Rural Housing Assoc Annual Report 
Clerk is now in receipt of the PAT certificate and register for the Parish Council’s equipment.

Letter received from Halling Parish Council regarding the proposed closure of Halling Fire Station: They are holding a public meeting to discuss the matter and wish to invite us to attend what is a very important matter for the village of Halling.  The meeting is being held on 8 November 7.30 pm at the Jubilee Hall, Browndens Road, Upper Halling.

A meeting took place with Hilary Cooke re costs for new website: To be discussed in closed session.

E-mail received from the British Red Cross: “We are currently developing new local volunteer teams to assist communities in times of crisis. At present, we are enhancing our response to local emergencies by forming British Red Cross Community Emergency Response teams in rural locations across West Kent. These Volunteers will be trained to provide practical assistance during the first few hours of an emergency. We wondered if the project is something your parish would like to consider taking part in and working alongside The British Red Cross to help the people of Kent.” This was discussed and whilst the ideal was good in principle, further information – by means of a meeting/presentation - would be required before a formal decision could be made  
Remembrance Sunday, 13 November 2011: The service commences in the Memorial Gardens at 2pm and continues in the Methodist Church. Last year, the Parish Council donated £100 (the cost of the wreath is approx £20). £100 has been provisionally agreed for this year (to be confirmed on 31 Oct). Also, a representative of the Parish Council normally attends to lay the wreath. Councillor Dalton has offered.
E-mail letter received from local residents regarding the recreation ground:  As a summary “It would be lovely to see items to encourage girls to come to the park to play such as a tennis court.  Also some outdoor adult gym equipment would be great too for the gown ups”
 

They have noticed at parks which have these facilities, there is more of a whole family attendance overall and to come away from just boys gathered around where swearing has been a problem on a few occasions! (Would be nice to see community warden presence at peak times). The residents use the park nearly every day.

The e-mail was discussed and it was advised that within the ball court, there were markings for a netball court and also a separate basket ball/net ball hoop.

Adult gym equipment is available in both Wouldham and Eccles and as this has been discussed previously by Burham Parish Council, monitoring of the equipment in the other villages is taking place before any final decision is made. 

It was also reported that any type of funding is now very difficult to secure and through previous experience groundwork costs would be very high to flatten any further areas within the recreation ground for suitable installation of any other equipment.
(a)  Clerk: Please advise me of any holiday dates booked.  Also, I have had my eyes tested under H & S, as previous reading glasses required. Adam Fronteras (Computer man) is booked to come on Weds 2 November for the installation of the Clerk’s computer back-up.
(b) Chairman:  Leybourne Grange riding Centre for the disabled, 9th Dec 1.00 pm. Also Councillor Dalton advised that a site meeting was in the process of being arranged with Biossence (Solar farm Aylesford) on 25 November 2011.
    

(c) Councillors:  On behalf of Councillor Neath (who had recently had a riding accident), Councillor Dalton read out a thank you for the cards and letters of support and flowers and updated e-mail.
Councillor Young produced the TMBC Leisure Guide for 2011/2012 and 2010/2011, both of which showed a map of the Borough, neither of which listed Burham.  Clerk was requested to contact TMBC regarding this.


19. Public Participation: Mr Dowle enquired regarding the Christmas tree.  It was advised that Headland Garden Services would be planting a tree shortly.  It would be supplied on a free of charge basis and Headlands had also advised that they would maintain the tree for the first year, also on a free of charge basis.  Thanks were portrayed to Headland Garden services in relation to this.  


Mr Dowle also advised that very recently Pilgrims Way had been closed with a diversion via Aylesford.  Did the Parish Council know why the road had been closed? It was advised that recently markings had been placed for patching work along this section, so it was possible that the road had been closed for this reason.

Mr Bennett advised that he did have access to sections of railway track which may be another solution if any new bollards at the Village Hall proved unsuccessful.







20. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 28 November 2011 - 7.30pm OLD SCHOOL COMMUNITY CENTRE, ROCHESTER ROAD, BURHAM. 
Closed session:
New bollards outside entrance to Village Hall:  

The quote from Headland Garden Services for the above was discussed and finally AGREED.
Quote from Hilary Cooke, re website:  The quote from Hilary Cooke was discussed and provisionally AGREED. Clerk was requested to contact Hilary Cooke to clarify the total costs and also to ascertain the lead time for going “live”.  Councillor Young advised that he would contact the existing web master to ascertain the rights on the existing website.

General sign for skate ramp and ball park from Maidstone Signs:

The quote from Maidstone Signs for the user sign was agreed between meetings.
Scout Hut usage
Verbal request received from Sharon Laker regarding the Scout Hut: To use the building as a "day care setting" on a permanent basis including school holidays 7.30am - 6.00 pm.
 

This was discussed and it was advised that currently the covenant would not allow this type of usage.  However, the Parish Council is endeavouring to have the covenant lifted and once this did occur then the usage of the building needed promoting.  If Mrs Laker was still interested after the restrictions had been lifted, then further contact would need to be made at this stage. 
Trenport 
It was advised that when the time came for the work to commence to Peter’s Village by Trenport, we would need a working party to work with Trenport. Councillors Dalton and Young advised that they would be prepared to represent the Parish Council on this working party.
Quote received from Safeplay to address problems

The quote from Safeplay to rectify the minor problems was discussed. Councillor Young and Dalton advised that they would look at the gate to the play area and the spring bike, which were the main areas of concern.
Scout Hut (lifting of restrictions of use)

Information received from our Solicitors: I've chased Lafarge's solicitor again today. I'll let you know when I hear back from him; but, for now, please send me the £1,000 to cover their costs. I've suggested to them that that figure seems on the high side and so I've invited them to agree to reduce it. I expect they'll want a promise from me to pay their charges even if agreement isn’t reached on the terms of the variation / release of the title restrictions. This was discussed and it was AGREED to forward the payment.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.15 pm.

S I G N E D as a correct record of the proceedings:

S I G N E D …………………………………….

Date ………………………………...
