MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL, held 7.30 pm on 
MONDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2011, at the OLD SCHOOL COMMUNITY CENTRE,

ROCHESTER ROAD, BURHAM

Present: 
Councillor Dalton (in the chair), Councillors Stead, Young, Barritt, Clark and Neath

In Attendance:

Miss P Saunders (Clerk)




County Councillor Homewood (part-meeting)




PCSO Stoner & Colleague (part meeting)
Members of the Public:
Mr P Bennett, Mr J Dowle, Mrs J Parnnell, Mrs B Caemody
1. Apologies for absence: PC Grantham, Borough Councillor Davis, Councillor Verrall
2. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 25 July 2011

3. Matters arising from the Minutes other than as listed below




4. Declarations of Interest: Councillor Clark declared an interest in agenda item 16 “Planning applications,” TM/11/02289/REA refers, as this application was sited outside her dwelling. 
5. Police Report/Community Warden (written reports submitted): Crime Reports 22th July to 22nd September 2011, 14 in total
1x Fraud

Telephone scam whereby IP was contacted directly and allowed remote access to his computer.

4x Theft

- Ceramic pot taken from front garden of property in Downs View, ongoing investigations

- Cable theft from site Power Network site, Old Church Road, access gained by damaging perimeter fence

- Fuel theft from Frost’s Service station, ongoing enquiries through CCTV

- Mobile Phone taken from Burham Recreation Ground. Phone recovered and returned to owner

1x Take a Conveyance Other than Motor Vehicle

Digger and various power tools taken from a locked container, Rochester Road- Awaiting Forensic results
1x Taking Motor Vehicle without Consent

Motorbike taken from lay-by, Rochester Road. Later recovered in Eccles, bike has been examined by CSI, awaiting results

1x Affray

Occurred outside Windmill PH, appeared to be linked to an ongoing dispute between those involved. A number of arrests have already been made, ongoing investigations

1x Possession of Class B Drug

PND issued for possession of cannabis

3x Criminal Damage

- Damage to garden fence, Rochester Road

- Wing mirror damaged on vehicle parked on Rochester Road

- Front door of property in Brisley’s Row damaged, male arrested and charged with this offence

2x Assault

Both relate to incident in Brisley’s Row, male arrested and charged with this offence.
At this point of the proceedings, Councillor Dalton closed the Parish meeting to enable the members of the public to address the PCSO direct. Afterwards, the meeting referred back to the agenda items. 
6. Borough Councillor’s Report: (written report submitted) Ward Road Flooding

You will recall that we put quite a lot of work into raising the problems of road flooding in the Ward in early 2010 and this has resulted in improvements to the Pilgrims Way dual carriageway and some work being done on MR 24 that feeds the flood at the bottom of Alex Hill. There has been work in other parts of the Ward. Now that the reorganisation of Kent Highway Services are beginning to settle down, I have arranged a meeting to go through all the Wards flooding and road drainage problems on the morning of the 5th October. You will be represented by Bill Frost.
Councillor Frost was also requested to point out, at the meeting on 5 October 2001, the over grown areas within the village, in particular between Street Farm Stables and the Garage, where approximately 1 ft of road has been lost due to vegetation. 

7. County Councillor’s Report: Councillor Homewood advised that there was funding available from KCC to upgrade broadband services via Broadband UK, but only within certain areas that meet the criteria laid down.  Whilst Burham is out of scope for this, it was advised that the area (including Wouldham) is scheduled by Open reach (BT) to go live with fibre in December 2011.  This is also subject to certain criteria.  
Councillor Homewood advised that as no further update had been provided by KCC regarding his members grant for the skate ramp, he would pursue this on Wednesday during his next visit to County Hall.

Clerk provided an update regarding the SID’s request which had been submitted via Councillor Homewood earlier in the year (also see Agenda Item 12 “Highway Matters”). 
8. Scout Hut/Youth Club:
A service has been carried out on the alarm by EPS. Councillor Dalton advised that he had been in contact with Mark Heeley recently regarding the lifting of the restrictions of usage but had not received an update.
9. Old School Community Centre: Payment has been received from the Old School as reimbursement of the water bill paid earlier in the year.

Councillor Young pointed out that the curtains had now been dry cleaned and re-hung.
10. Village Hall: Damage occurred to one of bollards at the entrance. (Cars were seen racing around the car park in the early hours of one morning).  The Police were called. Headlands have replaced the damaged bollard. Another bollard was damaged. We need to look at this as it is £100 to replace a bollard and this is the third time. Information received from “Tommy Jones” regarding replacement bollards in solid recycled plastic, so they won't shear off at the base under impact in the way concrete or timber ones would - it's still possible to knock them over, given sufficient force, but the bollard itself can generally be re-installed.  In this location, it has been suggested to add broad bands or panels of reflective material to make the bollards more visible. To be discussed in closed session.
The parking outside the Village hall was discussed. Councillor Young advised that users/hirers of the hall were still sometimes parking inappropriately and therefore requested (in his capacity as a member of the VHMC) if a sign could be erected “Reserved for users” or similar in the two parking spaces nearest to the Village Hall. After further debate, it was confirmed that the VHMC were in a position to address the signage for themself.
Clerk advised that she had been passed a copy of the VHMC minutes from July, together with the agenda for September.

Councillor Young reported that as the overflow car park was now in use more regularly, the outside lights were also on for long periods of time.
11. Trenport (Report from Ms Boards submitted): Nothing new to report for September.
 

12. Highway Matters:  Further work is being carried out on MR21, lasting approximately 1 week from w/c 26 September 2011. It was advised that contractors were sometimes leaving the gate at the bottom of the by way open.  Councillor Neath advised that she had spoken to the contractors but the problem was still occurring.  Clerk was requested to write to SE Water in relation to this. Councillor Neath advised that she (as a resident and horse rider) would also write/
SID’s: After chasing KHS several times, they have advised the scheme details have been passed through to Jacobs, who hope to be able to produce a location plan and a cost estimate for the installation of the proposed interactive very shortly. Once this occurs, the details would be passed back to KHS who will then submit the application for member funding.
MCL have installed lighting to the phone box as previously agreed.

After several attempts to contact UK Power Networks, they have finally advised that the tree trimming (as reported in Sept 2010) will not take place until Jan 2012. Our problem areas are first on their list for the New Year.

Councillor Frost enquired regarding the parking along Rochester Road (a meeting was held with TMBC earlier in the year to discuss options).  It was advised that this was being included in Phase 6 of the TMBC parking plan.

13. Recreation Ground/Landscaping: Jubilee Community Tree Packs: These are available from the Woodland Trust and come in two sizes (105 trees or 420 trees, approx 1 acre) and there are four themes to choose from.  Information circulated to Councillors. This was discussed in full. Whilst there was some concerns regarding the numbers of tree and the costs for planting, Councillor Neath and Clark AGREED that they would look at this together and report back to the Parish Council. It was advised that possibly Wouldham Parish Council and Burham Parish Council could share one pack of 105 trees.  Councillor Dalton advised that he would make contact with Wouldham in relation to this.
Our Annual inspection of the play area and recreation ground (including skate ramp) was due in August, costs being £140 plus vat via Maria Cooke, Craigdene Ltd. Due to holidays, this did not take place and Clerk was instructed to request that this was further delayed for the skate ramp MKII installation. Once the installation is complete, are all Councillors are happy for the inspection to be carried out? Maria Cooke also needs to carry out a post installation inspection on the MK II skate ramp approx costs £140 (as part of the funding agreement from Community Spaces). (This is as well as completion certificate being issued by Sara Fletcher, our lead professional). Both these prices were discussed and AGREED.
14. Skateramp Mk II:  The wooden skate ramp was closed at the end of August.  Prior to closure an accident occurred whereby a young lad had a fall.  He had to go to hospital.  No further information had been received by the Parish Council in relation to the accident. Councillor Young reported that he would endeavour to ascertain how the lad was progressing.
A pre-contract meeting took place with Wheelscape, the preferred contractor. From this meeting a contract was agreed.  Wheelscape have commenced work on phase 1 of the MK II Skate ramp. Councillor Dalton read out an updating e-mail from Sara Fletcher, our lead professional on this project. He also advised that the heras fencing being utilized to temporary secure the entrance to the recreation ground (by the recycling area), whilst access to the site was not required ie evenings and weekends,  had not been erected. Clerk was requested to contact Wheelscape in relation to this.
The official launch/opening has been booked for Sat 12 November at 11.00 am. The Mayor will be in attendance.
Clerk has submitted a member’s grant (Councillor Homewood) for £2,500 towards the project. Also, another application has been submitted to TMBC for £5,000 (as reported at the July meeting).
As requested Clerk wrote to the funders which declined our original request. Colyer-Fergusson Charitable Trust advised that the rule which the Trust applies is that the applicant may not re-apply for 2 years.  However, Reaching Communities did advise us to re-apply for funding outlining the changes in the project. This is in the process of being re-submitted.
There is also a sustainability grant available from Community Spaces of up to £3,500.  The application needs to be completed during commencement of works but can cover events etc for up to one year. Clerk has been in contact with Rubicon Skate Boards, based in the UK, They are Europe’s biggest and most active provider of skateboard lessons, they also provide the performers and equipment for skateboard demonstration, displays, TV shows and competitions. Skater owned and operated, they are involved in many unique aspects of the industry. Costs for  ongoing training sessions, Rubicon could provide 5 weekend full days (Saturday or Sunday) for £1,500.  This would be in April, May, June, July & August, 2 hr sessions for up to 20, provisional dates have been set of 14 April, 19 May, 16 June, 14 July, 18 Aug.  Also, a ½ day training session has been provisionally booked with the primary school on Fri 13 July.
Rubicon have also been invited to the launch.  They will include a couple of short and fun demos, lots of drop in learner sessions and some free product give “aways” for the children. They would of course bring equipment for the children to use.
If members of the Parish Council, or other Burham residents use Facebook, you may be interested to see that our Lead Professional on this project (Sara Fletcher) has set up a business page 'Sara E Fletcher - Chartered Civil Engineer' on which she is posting progress updates and photos!   
Maidstone Signs have quoted £111.13 plus vat for an acknowledgement sign (for the funders) 610mm x 610mm x 3 mm with printed graphics to face and laminated to finish.  A draft copy would be made available before the actual sign was made. This was AGREED.
15. Allotment Matters: Key deposits collected. Also the waiting list is down to zero, after some slight changes to allocation of plots. Councillor Young advised that the Allotment Committee had expressed concerns regarding the speed of some of the vehicles whilst on the allotment grounds. A request had been made for the 5mph sign to be installed. This was discussed and declined as the speed limit on the grounds should be included in the allotment agreement, which all holders must sign.
16. General Planning Applications:
TM/11/00931/FL: Former Fleur de lys site: 125 Rochester Road: Amended plans received by TMBC from Blue Ribbon Developments (Kevin Wise): Erection of 8 residential units comprising of four bedroom detached dwellings and 2 three bedroom semi-detached with associated access and parking facilities. Observations made. Revised site layout showing amended parking spaces received. Permission granted (subject to a Section 106 agreement with TMBC). Soil investigations have taken place by the developer.
TM/11/01472/FL: Mr & Mrs Cliffe Parris: 36 Downsview: Demolition of garage and shed and erection of replacement garage: Permission granted.

TM/11/01617/RD: Mr & Mrs Gunn: 22 Church Street: Details pursuant to conditions 2 (Materials), 3 (Slab levels), 9 Landscaping, 10 (Contamination issues) of consent reference number TM/11/00780/FL. Permission approved.
TM/11/02289/REA: Harlequin Ltd: Installation of DSLAM cabinet: Land adjoining 120 Rochester Road, Burham. No observations. (Councillor Clark had declared on interest on this application as it was proposed to be sited outside her house)
TM/11/02376/FL: Mrs K Sansom: Single storey rear extension: 12 Bell Lane, Burham. No Observations.
TM/11/0191: Proposed new dwelling land adj to 22 Church Street. As previously advised this has been granted permission and will be known as “Oak House, 24 Church Street”

17. Financial Matters & Authorisation of Accounts for payment:

TMBC have advised that there will be no charges on Bell Lane Car Park for 2011/2012 as full small business relief applies.  The previous information advised that there would be a discount of £367.43 against the full bill of £489.90, leaving a balance of £122.47

A finance meeting took place.  Any recommendations from that meeting, need to be confirmed on 26 September 2011. The recommendations from the finance meeting were AGREED.
The Audit Commission has confirmed that our audit return submitted back in May has been completed correctly and without any comments from them. The Notice of Conclusion of Audit and the right to inspect the annual return has been pinned to both notice-boards.

Letter received from UBS regarding the unauthorised trading by a trader in their investment bank division. (Copied to all Councillors).

Clerk has submitted the annual return for the war memorial.

Bank position as at 23 September 

£22,705.28
Income since last meeting
Contribution from Clerk for MK II Skate ramp                          1.00

Smurfitts recycling June                                                            39.00

Interest Aug 




                    2.84

UBS Dividends                                                                         323.02
Trenport Donation MK II Skate ramp
                               500.00   
Smurfitts recycling July                                                              56.30
TMBC Precept 2nd instalment                                                8,723.00    
Allotment key deposit                                                                 25.00

Old School Community centre reimbursement of Water            90.24 
Interest Sept                                                                                 2.20

UBD Dividends                                                                       5507.08

TOTAL                                                                             £15,269.68

(cheque numbers 2179-2193 signed between meetings, Aug Cheques)
	2179
	BT
	Phone line rental
	50.41

	2180
	E-On
	Street Lighting
	49.41

	2181
	Eclipse
	Monthly internet & Phone
	32.60

	2182
	MCL Mechanical Handling
	Repairs to skate ramp
	42.00

	2183
	Headland Garden Services
	Install new stile at recreation ground
	100.00

	2184
	Millennium Printing
	Stationary
	43.20

	2185
	TMBC
	Rates Church Street Car Park
	53.00

	2186
	TMBC
	Rates Scout Hut
	52.00

	2187
	Adams Property Services
	Repairs to Skate ramp
	95.00

	2188
	Sara E Fletcher
	MK II Skate ramp
	153.00

	2189
	Miss P Saunders
	Salary
	1026.65

	2190
	Ms J Hunt
	Salary
	355.91

	2191
	Miss P Saunders
	Imprest
	19.86

	2192
	Headland Garden Services
	Replacement damaged bollard VH
	100.00

	2193
	MCL Handling
	Heras fencing around skate ramp
	655.20

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Aug sub total
	2828.24

	
	
	
	

	2194
	Barclay Card (R Dalton)
	Additional clips for Heras fencing
	33.00

	2195
	TMBC
	Rates Scout Hut
	52.00

	2196
	TMBC
	Rates Church Street Car Park
	53.00

	2197
	Miss P Saunders
	Salary
	1026.45

	2198
	Ms J Hunt
	Salary
	355.91

	2199
	HM Rev & Customs
	NI Contributions
	1236.48

	2200
	Mr D Young
	Keys Cut
	120.50

	2201
	Draco
	E-mail re-direction Aug
	30.00

	2202
	MCL Handling
	Install Light to phone box
	344.40

	2203
	E-on
	Street Lighting
	49.41

	2204
	Frost Service Station
	Key Cabinet
	115.84

	2205
	Eclipse Internet
	Monthly internet & phone
	24.11

	2206
	Sara Fletcher
	Project managing skate ramp
	323.00

	2207*
	Miss P Saunders
	Imprest
	21.78

	2208
	Millennium Printing
	Stationary
	58.21

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Sept sub total
	3844.09

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Aug & Sept Grand Total
	6672.33


         * Please counter-sign imprest book
18. Other Notified Matters:  Available for perusal: 
Countryside Voice
          





Field Work







Kent Housing group: Rural Homes
An ANL meeting took place. Notification received from ANL today (26 September) that Country-style Recycling will re-start work to compact a layer of clay in the corner of the landfill site.  It is likely that some vibration will be felt to Downsview residents. It is anticipated that this stage of works will take approximately 2 weeks to complete, as always, subject to suitable weather conditions.
TMBC Summary of Accounts and review of the year 201/11 received.

Information received from Boundary Commission for England. (Copied to all Councillors). This was discussed.  Councillor Dalton outlined the proposals which relate to our area. As a summary our local MP (Tracey Crouch, currently Chatham and Aylesford) would lose some areas including Chatham Central but gain others including East and West Malling. Councillor Dalton passed the Clerk a “Boundary Review” leaflet which he asked was pinned up in the notice-boards.
Information received on the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons. Circulated to all Councillors. This was briefly discussed.  Clerk was requested to obtain further information.
Here & Now Autumn 2011 received.

Clerk has received a letter from Mrs File asking if the PC would grant permission for her to put a wooden bench in the War Memorial Gardens. The bench relates to Mrs File’s uncle who the PC sent a 100th birthday card to earlier in the year, who has unfortunately passed away. This was discussed and AGREED. However, the bench would need to be secured.
TMBC JTB Minutes received from 13 June 2011, together with the agenda for the JTB meeting scheduled for 19 Sept 2011.

Clerk has had all the Parish Council equipment (computer, printer etc) PAT tested.  A pass certificate will be issued.

Clerk is now in receipt of a drawing from ANL in relation to restoration, planting and landscaping scheme for the pit area once all the work has been carried out.

Letter received from TMBC requesting comments on Sexual Entertainment Venues – consultation. (Copied to all Councillors)

Key Safe (as discussed at the July meeting): Councillor Frost has a spare key cabinet which the Parish Council could purchase from him at a cost of £115.84. This cabinet is robust and secure. Between meetings, it was agreed to purchase this from Councillor Frost.
Area 3 Planning Committee agenda received for 18 August 2011

(a)  Clerk: Please advise me of any holiday dates booked.  
(b) Chairman: No comments were made from the Chairman.
    

(c) Councillors:  Councillor Clark enquired if weekend’s away, needed to be notified to the Clerk.  It was confirmed that this was not necessary, unless it was a long weekend ie Thursday to Monday. 

Councillor Barritt advised that the light in the phone box appeared not to be operational.  It was reported that the light is on a timer switch.  Clerk was requested to obtain the phone box keys from Councillor Verrall.
Councillor Barritt also enquired if the emergency services
, in particular the Fire Brigade, should be notified regarding the access to the master keys.
Councillor Young reported that whilst the majority of keys had been cut for the master set, there was still a few which needed addressing. 
19. Public Participation: Mrs Caemody requested further information on “Sexual Entertainment Venues – consultation” as listed above.  The letter from TMBC was read out.

20. Date of Next Meeting: Monday 31 October 2011 - 7.30pm OLD SCHOOL COMMUNITY CENTRE, ROCHESTER ROAD, BURHAM. 
Closed session:
Bollards outside entrance to Village Hall: The quote for replacement bollards submitted by Tommy Jones was discussed.  This was deferred until further information had been obtained

Possible pay increase for Clerk for 2011/2012 (April 2011 – March 2012).  This was discussed (Clerk was not in the room whilst the discussion took place). A 2% increase (back dated to April 2011) was AGREED.  Discussions also took place regarding any future pay rises for both members of staff (Miss P Saunders, Clerk and Ms J Hunt, Park Warden), whether both members should be under the same pay increase structure or not (Previously, the Clerk was covered by KALC recommendations and the Park Warden followed recommendations from TMBC). It was AGREED that both members of staff should be under the same pay increase structure, but further discussion needed to take place with the Clerk and Chairman before which structure should be followed.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.50 pm

S I G N E D as a correct record of the proceedings:

S I G N E D …………………………………..

Date ………………………………...
